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The Consumer Prnce index (CPI) s a measure of the average 
Change in pnces ove time in a market basket of goods and senmces 
Two CP Is are pubished 1) The CP! for All Urban Consumers (CP'- 
U). which covers about 87 percent of the total population and 2) 
the CP! for Urban Wage Earners and Clenca!l Workers (CPI-W). 
which covers 32 percent of the total population The CP! is based 
on pnces of food clothing shefter transportation medical care 
and other goods and services that people Duy for day-to-day Inving 
In calculating the index pnce changes fo: the vanous cems in 87 
locations are averages together with weights that represent thew 
importance in the spending of the appropnate population group 
indexes for different months are usually compared m relate terms 
Thus, an index of 133.5 is 1 063 times higher than an index of 
125 6 (133 5/125 6=1 063). in offer words, proces increased & 3 
percent The CPI is used as an mdicator of inflaton. a defiator of 


other economic senes_ and an escaistor for income payments: 
More detad Ths news rete ase from the Bureau of Labor Statisics 
of the US Department of Labor provides summary data from 
the Consumer Pnos index The full release ss avaiable etactromcaly 
on the Internet at Nttp-//www.bis.govicpl at release time if 
you have any questions about the CP! please write to the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics. Division of Consumer Proes and Pnoe indexes. 
Room 3615 PSB. Washington. OC 20212. cr call (202) 691-7000 
Full detad s avaiable in the monthly penodical CP! Detailed Report 
for $45 per year from New Orders. Government Printing Office. 
PO Box 371954, Pittsburgh. PA 15250-7954. This information 
will be mauve available to sensory impaired individuals upon 
request Voice phone (202) 691-5200. Federal Reiay Service, 1- 
800-877-8339 For a recorded message of summary CP! data. 
Cat (202) 691-5200. 
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CPI For All Urbaa Consumers (CPI-U)-Analysis 


On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U was unchanged wm May. following a = groups regustcred declines. Excluding food and energy. the CP!-U rose 0.2 
05 percent wcrease m Apnl The energy undex. whech had advanced sharply = percent in May after increasing 0.3 percent in April. A smaller mcrease mm the 
m cach of the preceding two months, declined 0.7 percent m May The mmdex ondea for shelter and a downturn m the index for tobacco and smoking 

for petroleum-based energy decreased 2 7 percent. whule the index for energy — products accounted for the more moderate increase in May 

services rose | | percent The food mex fell 0 2 percent mm May The inden P 

for foud at home dechned 0.5 percent as five of the six grocery store food 


NEXT CPI RELEASE: JUNE DATA ON JULY 19, 2002 8:30AM (EDT); TRY OUR CPI QUICKLINE: 202-691-6994 


IMPORTANT NOTE: BLS Has Updated the Expenditure Weights Used in the CPI 


Effective with the release of data for January 2002. a new set of expenditure weights, using 1999-2000 Consumer Expenditure Survey data. replaced 
the 1995-95 weights formerly used in the CPL In addution, BLS intends to update the expenditure weights used mm the CPI every two years. For 
example. the index for January 2004 will use 2001-2002 expenditure weights, and so on Histoncally, expenditure weights used in the CPI were 
updated approximately every ten years 
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